Benign hemangioendothelioma of the pancreas with obstructive jaundice.
A 3-year-old boy with benign hemangioendothelioma of the pancreas is reported. He showed the presenting sign of obstructive jaundice. The boy was treated with temporary choledochojejunal bypass without additional treatment. In a 16-month follow-up the child has been well and asymptomatic. Laboratory data showed no abnormality. Biopsied specimen of pancreatic head showed hemangiomatous pattern histologically. Immunohistochemical studies of the biopsy revealed positive reaction to factor VIII-related antigen (FVIII-RAG), and endothelial cell marker, supporting an endothelial origin. Hemangioendothelioma has a favorable prognosis and spontaneous regression can be expected. So the first treatment of the tumor should be conservative.